
Columbia Pacific RC&EDD
Full Council Meeting Minutes
May 5, 2010
Willapa Harbor Community Center
South Bend, WA
Present:  
Jesse Cardenas (ColPac), Jane Zepp (ColPac), Roger Milliman (GHEDC), Vicki Cummings (GHCOG), Jim Neva (Port of Ilwaco), Cathy Russ (PCEDC), Chris Crew (Individual), Joan Hurst (Individual), Cindy Burton (USDA NRCS), Rick Noble (USDA NRCS), Roylene Rides At The Door (USDA NRCS)
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order Roger Milliman at 10:10am.
Approval of Minutes:  Motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the April 7, 2010 meeting.  Motion Passed.

Treasurer’s Report:  Roger presented the Treasurer’s Report.  Comment:  Roger commented “the balance sheet from year to year those are great numbers for this organization!”  The board has reviewed and approved the Treasurer’s Report as submitted. 
Guest Speaker:  Roylene Rides at the Door, State Conservationist, United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service.
· Our guest speaker, Roylene, along with Rick Noble, NRCS State Conservationist have come to us today as a great opportunity to let us know what they are working on and to express their support in projects we are working on and for a great opportunity for group dialog and listen.
· Roylene shared the latest information on the 2011 budget situation for the RC&D program nation-wide.   NRCS Chief supports RC&D program and continues to move forward despite funds reduction.  WA State RC&D program budget was short by 20% this year.  State Office handled this by having all coordinators work 20% o f their time in other NRCS programs.
·  RC&D’s in Washington have a challenge to become once again a big voice on a national level.  Develop smart and unique plans.  Roylene welcomes this challenge and will support and work with coordinator’s to achieve their plan goals.  
· Roylene mentioned bringing people together is the biggest strength of RC&D and to use this to build on in developing a good system.  
· Comments:  Jim Neva commented that our organization really needs input from the RC&D in getting good active leveraging members and getting good representation on a state and national level.  Jim also believes state association’s individual councils need a specific goal through legislation, lobby rural caucus of the legislature as a focus in getting annual funding for the state.  Roylene responded to Jim’s comments saying she will pass on information and recommendations to the council.
· Roylene mentioned the department focus is on initiatives like “know your farmer, where does your food come from” and “energy”.   These initiatives will help develop programs and practices that will push the envelope, setting up templates and new areas of focus.
· Chris asked Roylene, what we the ColPac council should be focusing on as far as a new focus and moving towards.  Roylene mentioned the buzz words are “Energy”, “Carbon”, and “rebuilding the rural economies”.  There are economic development stimulus funds out there in the form of grants and loans to get programs off the ground.  ColPac and NRCS can complement each other by working together on these projects.
· Vicki commented on Cindy’s position in our region.  Cindy has brought information to the agriculture industry by coordinating workshops full of knowledgeable speakers and tools to strengthen farmers in our area.
· Roger points out that ColPac and NRCS has done a terrific job in forming a partnership over the past three years.
RC&D Coordinator’s Report:  Presented as submitted by Cindy Burton.
Executive Director’s Report:  Presented as submitted by Jesse Cardenas.

· Roger will take action on May 14th to drive consensus across the executive board for the ColPac economic development planning document.

· Jesse Cardenas informed the board about the current move to form a Washington Association of Economic Development Districts (WAEDDs) being led by the Puget Sound Regional Council with support from the Economic Development Administration.  As explained by Jesse the WAEDD will be comprised of Economic Development Districts throughout Washington State and be modeled after a similar Oregon Association.  Additional details will be provided as the formation process continues. The ColPac board members in attendance were in agreement for ColPac to participate in the WAEDD.   
Old Business:  There was no old business to discuss.

Good for the Order:  

· Enterprise for Equity’s Green Enterprise Conference 2010 will be June 7th from 8:30am to 4:30pm, Satsop Development Park, Elma, WA.
· WSU President, Elson S. Floyd visits Grays Harbor to talk first hand with community leaders
· Karen Bertroch is offering a grant writing workshop in Oakville, proceeds from this workshop will benefit an Oakville community development project.
Meeting Adjourned at 12:15pm.
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Jim Neva, Vice President



Date
